The meeting of the Crow River Valley League was called to order Dec. 14 at 7:05 p.m. by North President Dennis “Soup” Campbell.

It was noted that all teams were present.

The secretary’s report from the Oct. 26 meeting was discussed, and Denis Zabel (St. Bonifacius) moved to approve the minutes as written; Stephan Wiblemo (Glencoe) seconded, and motion carried.

State board report

Campbell and Jim Zellmann reviewed the Nov. 21 state board meeting. There was a lot of talk about “Class B” and “border line C” rosters. The state board will be keeping an eye on teams and their rosters going into the 2016 season, and make changes to classifications as deemed necessary.

The “College Player Rule” will be modified to emphasize “College Player” will be required to play “Class B” if using the college address. A college student that is not affiliated with the baseball program at their given college will be allowed to use the college address to play with a “Class C” team within that radius.

Another state board meeting took place Jan. 9. (Meeting notes not available at press time.)

Umpires’ contract

Secretary Kuerschner spoke about the meeting that he attended with the NorthWest Umpires Nov. 21. Other leagues in attendance were the DRS and RVL, as well as two Class A leagues. 

The topic that was discussed was the requirements of two-umpire games for the upcoming seasons. The fee for a two-man game will not go up in 2016, and will remain at $90 per umpire. 

In 2017, this will increase to $92 per umpire. The additional charge of $5 per umpire per playoff game will still be in effect. 

The single umpire fee will go to $110 in 2016, and $115 in 2017. 

In addition to this, the leagues present at the meeting and the NW Umpires Association agreed in principal to have one game in 2016 for each team be covered by a two-man umpire crew. (The team’s choice as to which game). 

Then, in 2017, have at least two games covered by a two-man umpire crew. This will give the teams an opportunity to plan for the increase in cost and choose better-attended and potentially competitive games to have the two umpires. 

It will also let the leagues see how well the NW Umpires can cover those games and provide a better quality of umpiring. 

Secretary Kuerschner also provided the group with a printout of the fees, along with what the costs for umpires was in 2015, and what it could be in 2016 and 2017, depending on the different options for re-alignment that will be discussed later in the meeting.

Dustin Brockoff (Carver), moved to accept the NW Umpires contract for 2016 and 2017 upon receiving it; Denis Zabel (St. Bonifacius) seconded, motion carried.

Scheduling committee

Adam Dammann (Plato) led the group through the procedures that the scheduling committee recommended to follow, and the group proceeded to follow those directions.

The South League broke out to discuss and finish their voting from the October meeting. By roll call vote, the South League chose scenario 2, which was opposite of the North. So, both leagues came back together to discuss further details. Doug Schuette (Brownton) brought up the topic of playoffs, and discussion on this topic commenced. Ultimately, the playoffs stayed off the voting table at this time.

The two leagues then broke off to discuss the eight scenarios presented by the committee. Each league, upon conclusion of the discussion roll call, voted to see which scenarios would be in play. At which time, each league then ran a run-off roll call vote to come up with one scenario that they would bring back to the entire group.

The North chose scenario 3:

West
Central
North
Brownton
Norwood
Winsted

Glencoe
Young America
Watertown

Plato
Waconia
New Germany

Hamburg
Cologne
Mayer

Green Isle
Carver
St. Bonifacius

The South chose scenario 6:

League A
League B
League C
Plato
Green Isle
Waconia

Winsted
Hamburg
Carver

Brownton
Young America
Watertown

Glencoe
Cologne
St. Bonifacius

New Germany
Norwood
Mayer

There was time allotted for discussion/review of the two options. When there was no further discussion, a roll call vote was taken to determine which scenario to use going forward:

Scenario 3
Scenario 6
Mayer
Glencoe

New Germany
Carver

Brownton
Cologne

St. Bonifacius
Green Isle

Waconia
Hamburg

Watertown
Plato

Winsted
Young America

Norwood

Scenario 3 won, 8-7.

The existing North and South leagues again convened individually to vote on dissolving the existing leagues (North and South).

The North voted 4-3 to dissolve, and the South voted 6-2 to dissolve. As a result of these votes, the Crow River Valley League now consists of three, five-team leagues as listed in scenario 3, above.

Discussion ensued now regarding the playoff system. After much discussion, Brandon Stender (Young America) moved to seed all 15 teams following the regular season, the number-one seed would automatically move into the final-eight tournament. The remaining 14 teams will play a best-of-three series to determine the other seven teams to advance. Seed number-two will play number-15, number-3 will play number-14, and so on. Dustin Brockoff (Carver) seconded, a roll call vote was taken:

Agree



Disagree
Brownton


Glencoe

Plato



Waconia

Hamburg


Winsted

Green Isle


Watertown

Norwood


Mayer

Young America


St Boni

Cologne

Carver

New Germany

By a vote of 9-6, motion carried.

The CRVS met Jan. 11 at Dubb’s in Glencoe. Meeting notes not available at press time.

At the January meeting, the new presidents will be voted on and a new league-wide vice president will be voted on, as Tom Lemke is stepping down as he is now a state board representative. Secretary/Treasurer Kuerschner informed the group that he would remain in that capacity, if the league wished to have him continue.

With no other business to discuss, Dustin Brockoff (Carver) moved to adjourn, Adam Dammann (Plato) seconded, motion carried. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:52 p.m.
