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Crow River Valley
Special Meeting Minutes
July 8th, 2013 6:30 pm

Meeting was called to order by North President Denis “Soup” Campbell at 6:34 pm.

All teams were present except Waconia, due to this being an emergency meeting no penalty will be administered for lack of representation, quorum was met.

The purpose of this meeting is to determine the validity of the protest by Carver in a game played against Watertown on July 2nd, 2013.

The protest from Carver is that in the 4th inning Watertown had runners on 1st and 2nd base with no outs.  The first pitch to the next batter was in the dirt and glanced off the plate and the catcher, resulting in the ball going over the fence and out of play.  The umpire awarded the base runners “2” bases.  Scoring the runner from 2nd base and allowing the runner on 1st to advance to 3rd base.

Brian Tichy the manager from Carver, immediately went out to the umpire to discuss the play and argue that he incorrectly awarded the runners too many bases, as a ball from the pitchers plate that results in going out of bounds will result in runners advancing “1” base.  The umpire was adamant that he was correct.  Brian then stated that he would be playing under protest for the rest of the game and that he would find the official rule for the umpire.  Brian returned to the dugout, one of his players began looking up the rules on his phone.  By the end of the inning they had found the rule and Brian went back to the umpire to state his case.  The umpire would still have none of it and then Brian made sure that John Duske (manager for Watertown) was aware that Carver was playing the game under protest.

Both managers in this meeting were asked by the Presidents if they were in agreement that this is what took place and how the discussions went.  They both agreed, and then there was much discussion between the other members of the league and Watertown and Carver.

The Presidents then asked the Secretary if the umpire association validated that the protest was done in a timely manner.  Secretary Kuerschner verified that Northwest Umpire Rep Chad Eischens was in agreement that the protest was valid.

Carver & Watertown were then excused from the meeting and the remaining members discussed the protest in more detail.

Aaron Schultz (Winsted) moved for a vote that the protest was valid and that the game should be restarted from the point of the wrongly enforced rule, seconded by Brandon Stender (Young America), motion passed with a 9 votes for and 3 votes against.

Carver and Watertown were then asked back into the meeting and made aware of how the vote went.  

The discussion then centered on when to play the game, John Duske suggested that the game be played on Monday July 22nd, 2013 as that is a built in date for rainouts, even though the season ends on Sunday July 21st, 2013.  Secretary Kuerschner stated that this date is for rain outs on the previous Sunday and that pushing this game to that day could affect umpire scheduling and field scheduling for the playoffs that are set to start on Tuesday July 23rd, 2013.  Watertown continued to argue that their field was not available until that time anyway and they were not going to take this game any where else.  After more discussion between other members and the presidents, Stephan Wiblemo (Glencoe) moved to allow the game to be played on July 22nd, 2013 if need be, Randy Ebert (St. Boni) seconded, motion carried with 9 yes votes and 5 no votes.

With no other business necessary to discuss, Brandon Stender (Young America) moved to adjourn, Dereck Wolter (Hamburg) seconded, motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at 7:54 pm
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