Crow River Valley League

Annual Meeting

January 4th, 2010

Meeting was called to order by Jim Zellman, President of the South, at 7:12 pm at the Blue Note in Winsted.  

Special Guest Presentation by Chad Eischens of the Northwest Umpires Association:

Chad’s presentation was in regard to the Umpire Scheduling Software that is available to teams on the internet at www.arbitersports.com
Chad also talked about the contract that the league and Northwest have up for renewing this year, all the language is the same from the previous years except for the fees associated with the game pay for the umpires.

1 umpire regular season (9 inn.) - $105
2 umpire regular season (9 inn.) - $170

1 umpire exhibition (7 inn.) - $90

2 umpire exhibition (7 inn.) - $160

These are all fees that are good for the 2010 season, for the 2011 season the 2 umpire regular season will increase to $180.

However for the playoffs we will be assessed an additional $5, to $175 (2010) and $185 (2011).

The Treasurers report will be finalize at the March meeting as Neil will put a close on the books for the 2009 season at that time and then start the 2010 season.  This is due impart because of so much bar card money and other late season expenses that need to be accounted for yet.

Old Business:

Joe Kreger presented all Team MVP and League Trophies, along with the new Pitcher of the Year traveling trophy.  However, we are still looking for anyone that can recall who the POY in 1997 was?  Joe also presented for our information the baseball that will be used for the 2010 State Tournament.  It is the Fitzgerald Ball and the model will be the Fitz Pro College, if we as a league would be interested to purchase and use this brand we were quoted a price of $50/doz.

State Rule Changes that go into effect in 2010:

1) Players that live out of state can play in both states, but can not play against another MBA team for that out of state team.

2) Players may play for Minor League teams that are not affiliated with a pro-team and still come back to their MBA team and continue the season where they left off.  They no longer need to start over with their 4 game requirement to be eligible.  Teams that fit this are St. Paul Saints, Sioux Falls Canaries and others in those leagues.

3) For a trial for 2010, two leagues that play in the same region may for their playoffs seed all teams in one system instead of keeping two separate seedings.  This was allowed because of two leagues request that they wanted to assure that the top 4 teams would make it to the final region tournament.  Once they have the final 4 set they may then draft from the entire pool of eliminated teams.

Bill Norman representing the Herald Journal of Winsted, spoke about the Crow River Review Ads, they are holding firm requiring the teams to pay $365 for their ten ads and suggesting that we continue to charge the $65 to the advertisers.  Also they are willing to print the full league schedule again this year as well as the pocket schedules.  Bill also mentioned that the Bar Cards will be ready again for the March meeting and if there will be any changes please get those to him prior to March.  The Review Ads should also be finalized at the March meeting and we will be paying for those along with our other league fees at the March Meeting.

All-Star game was discussed and not approved.

New Business:

Region Host Parks, will be tabled till the March meeting, however we are still not assured our own region, as that will be set by the state board at their April meeting.  We did however take nominations for host parks and those are:  Cologne, Norwood and Brownton.  It was suggested that all the clubs discuss this prior to the March meeting and we will vote at that meeting.

Dave Sell spoke about baseballs, specifically the Diamond  brand that we have been using as a league regularly.  He was quoted the $47/doz by Nicklasson Athletic in New Ulm again.  Jason Kuerschner moved and Jeff Kohls seconded that the league use the Diamond D1 Pro for league play, motion carried.  All teams are able to order through Dave Sell and then delivery will be at the March meeting.

Next meeting will be March 15th at the Blue Note in Winsted 7:00pm.

Jeff Kohls moved and Mike Sparrow seconded that we set a maximum admission for league games for adults at $4, this motion carried.

Cologne informed the league that Jason Kuerschner will no longer be the manager of their club, and will be replaced by Kyle Evenski and Andy Lein.

After discussion about the umpires, Eric Englemann moved and Mike Herd seconded to continue with the Northwest Umpires for the next 2 years.

The contact persons for any ejections during games will be both Neil Schlagel and Jason Kuerschner.

The suspension policy will be reviewed at the March meeting.

The 2010 League schedules were handed out and will be finalized also at the March meeting.

Meeting adjourned at 8:35pm.
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